Guildford Health Walks Risk Assessment

Every walk is different, so complete a risk assessment for each one of your group walks — to help you plan.
Make a note of the steps you are taking to keep walkers safe.
Risk assessments should be stored for one year (annual update) and be kept by the individual Walk Group Coordinators.

Have a great walk!

Walk Group name: Shalford

Risk Assessment date: September 2024
Updated August 2026 by Andy Wilson

Risk Assessment completed by: Georgina Churchlow

heavy rainfall or other
severe weather during the
walk?

Hazards (make a note of | Your notes Who might be harmed? Precautions

any hazards to walkers or

others on your route)

General All walkers 1. Advise walkers that they walk at
their own risk.
2. DEFIBRILLATORS are available at
Snooty Fox (24/7), Village Hall (24/7),
Seahorse pub (Not 24/7)

Weather Sometimes footpaths beside| All walkers Check the weather forecast before

Is there any danger of | the river may get flooded. each walk ano! postpone/cancel if
necessary; Advise walkers to wear

extreme temperatures, weather-appropriate clothing and

shoes/boots;
During the recce, make a note of ‘escape
routes’.




Traffic

Do you need to cross or
walk along a road? Are
there any level
crossings?

Car park.
Cross A281

Shalford/Horsham Rd at
proper crossing places.

Shalford Lane.

All walkers

1. Check for suitable road crossing
places on the recce.

2. Communicate clearly with the
group on the day; they should only
cross a road when they think it is safe
to do so. Let walkers know when it is
safe to cross a road and do so calmly
and quietly, keeping the group together.

3. Maintain single file along any
road sections;
4, Advise walkers to wait/meet on

the grass to the side of the car park.

5. At railway crossing on E Shalford
Lane obey traffic light signals, look
along the tracks before crossing, walk
quickly across railway in single file or
small groups.




Path surface and

obstacles
Are there hazards such as
slippery  paths, loose

rocks, stiles, fallen trees,
steep drops?

1. Paths might be slippery
and overgrown;

2. There might be fallen
trees after a storm — climb
over or around, if possible,
otherwise go back.

3. Some routes contain
fairly steep drops. There are
steep steps on the bridge
crossing the river;

4, There are sandy and
eroded surfaces on sections
of the river path;

5. Possibility of aggressive
dogs being walked from

nearby kennels;

All walkers, especially visually
impaired and those less
steady on their feet.

Check for hazards on the recce and
adapt the route if needed;

Provide clear information to walkers
beforehand;

Advise walkers to bring suitable
footwear for the conditions; Inform
walkers at the start of walk, and
remind them on approach, of any
problem areas on the route.

Remind walkers that they are to carry
first aid supplies with them to manage
any injuries.

WLs to keep an eye on and stay close
to  particularly  vulnerable/unsteady
walkers;

WLs to carry
overgrown paths;

secateurs to clear]




6. Be cautious of

tripping hazards in the field
parallel to East Shalford Lane
where the path goes through
thick stubble where brambles
have been cut back.

7. Steps up to the
Chantries at the South-west
corner just up from the ‘glass
house’ have been repaired.
There are however quite high
steps and some less robust
people will require assistance.
8. Steps down from top of
Chantries on south side onto
path down towards Manor Farm
are steep and not supported by
handrails. To be avoided.

Notify NT or Council about fallen trees;
Inform other WLs of the fallen tree to
avoid this path in future.

Use handrail and offer support over
bridges, if required.

Keep away from the river in eroded areas
and go single-file, carefully;

Advise walkers to carry and use walking
sticks.

Keep away from dogs not part of the walk

group.
Assist people up steps to Chantries as
required.

Animals

Will you pass livestock? Is
there any danger of ticks
or bites/stings?

Be aware when animals are
in the field/meadow that
might cause problems.

All walkers

Let walkers know to cross fields with
livestock calmly and quietly, keeping the
group together. Be prepared to divert if
needed.




Notify the Farmer if there is a
problem.

Leave gates and property as you find
them.

Advise walkers to check themselves
(and any dogs) for ticks and remove
them promptly if found;

Ensure any dogs walking with the group
are kept under control and on a short
leash; remind dog owners to carry
water for dogs in hot weather.

Communications

Is there a chance you
could get lost, lose touch
with walkers, lose
visibility or phone signal?

No

All walkers

Walk leaders to carry charged mobile
phones and whistles to communicate.




